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Distinct Elements of Political Parties
According to political scientist Valdimer Orlando Key Jr. (V.O. Key), political parties in the United States and any democracy have three main elements that determine their activities. These are the party-in-the electorate, the party-in-government, and the party-as-organization. While the party-in-government refers to the party that synchronizes the undertakings of national government institutions or federal structures and coordinates the legislature, the party-as-organization entails its campaign specialists and activists, and the party-in-the-electorate refers to the voting members of the public that support the political party (Aldrich, 2011). In a political democracy, these three elements can make it difficult for parties to control who runs as a candidate under the party’s label and what the party stands for.
The party-in-government element presents two challenges for political parties. One is concerning the fact that in any functional democracy, the assessment of a party is affected by the other parties in the legislature. This is because legislation is not left solely to the party in power. Therefore, if one party stands for something, the voters may automatically assume that the other parties stand for the opposite, which may not be true. Secondly, within the political party itself, democracy has to be practiced during nominations when a particular candidate is to be elected to vie under the label of the party. If these nominations are to be free and fair, the decision of the person who gets elected falls more on the preferences of individuals who vote during the nominations which are not controlled by the political party.
The effects of the party-in-the electorate and the party-as-organization are most evident when the public opinion of a party is considered. The party-in-the-electorate implies that the voter perception of what a party stands for is important, and this is subject to change. The party-as-organization means the party is tasked with creating this public perception during campaigns. What a party stands for affects whether the voters feel it will represent their needs. Some factors that determine public perception cannot be controlled by political parties. For instance, in the United States, the social environment of a person has been shown to affect the voter’s inclination, and a liberal person who is surrounded by conservatives was shown to be more likely to start supporting the conservative party (Britannica, 2020). Mass media and social media, together with interest groups such as NGOs also affect this public opinion of what the party stands for. Also, a certain member of a party may gain public approval, and for the party to increase the chances of winning, it will have to consider this person for candidacy over other party members who want the position.
In conclusion, it is difficult for a party to control who runs for office under their label since they cannot control the outcome of party nominations. The perception of what a party stands for may also be out of the party’s control, through factors such as social environment and the effect of mass media, and the fact that their assessment is also affected by the other parties in the democracy.
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